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Activities at Millpond Farm
•  Art exhibition, lower floor of the Mill

•  Inspect the collection of horse drawn vehicles 
and vintage cars in the stables and wagon barn

•  Saturday only – see displays by Braidwood’s two 
vintage car clubs

•  Landcare-hosted talks “Save our Scarlet Robin”  
on how to attract and protect woodland birds, 
11am and 2pm Saturday and 11am Sunday

•  Landcare-hosted children’s activities and clay 
bird sculpture competition and prizes both days

Activities at other gardens
•  Sunday only – guided tours of Bedervale 

Homestead and its rare collection of National 
Trust listed furniture and contents. Tours on the 
hour, $10/tour (proceeds to owners)

•  Guided tours of Wynlen House produce 
gardens. Tours on the hour each day, $3/tour 
(proceeds to owners)

•  Refreshments at Durham Hall, including 
Devonshire Teas by St Bedes Primary school

•  Art exhibition Southern Exposure showcasing 
Andrew Kavunenkos’ work and light 
refreshments at Deua Tin Huts

Please note
•  Entry to each garden is at a person’s own risk
• No dogs permitted
•  There are uneven surfaces and steep slopes
•  Do not touch any animals (they may bite) 
•  Do not touch fences (they may be electrified)
•  Look out for snakes and avoid walking through 

long grass
•  Exercise caution around water features and 

moving vehicles
•  Supervise children and others at risk of above 

hazards at all times

Toilets
Ryrie Park, Main street next to the National Theatre
Bedervale, Millpond Farm, Tudor Valley  

15 and 16 October  
10am-4pm

15 and 16 October  
10am-4pm

Openmaps Gardens

Braidwood 2016

7 amazing gardens and one historic property
• Adults $5/garden
•  Millpond Farm by gold coin donation
• Under 18s free



MILLPOND FARM

660 Majors Creek Road, Jembaicumbene (approx 
10 minutes from Braidwood)

**Please note entry does not include access to the 
garden

From the wisteria-wrapped veranda of the 
farmhouse, the sun glints off the pond like a mirror 
and the four-storey mill stands to attention in the 
background. Ancient pines and specimen trees throw 
long shadows across the garden and the nearby 
1840s timber barn and stables give the impression 
the carpenter just downed tools. 

Eight years of hard graft have gone into researching 
and faithfully restoring every detail of this property 
– from the Gothic revival bargeboards on the 
farmhouse to the mill’s sash windows, which were 
handmade by Amish craftsmen in Pennsylvania to 
match the only remaining original.

DURHAM HALL

666 Majors Creek Rd, Jembaicumbene (next to 
Millpond Farm)

Past Millpond Farm’s alpaca flock and down the track 
flanked by gangly spring calves sits 1830s historic 
property Durham Hall. The property is framed by 
Braidwood’s Mount Gillamatong and the blue-hued 
Great Dividing Range in the distance.

It’s not hard to imagine horse-drawn carts 
approaching the stone steps along the now waist-
high box hedges that line the looped carriageway 
that these days act as a hedge maze for the 
daughters of owners James and Belinda Royds. The 
centrepiece of the garden is a massive Atlantic cedar, 
its branches spiralling to dizzying heights.

LINDEN

419 Majors Creek Road, Jembaicumbene (approx 5 
minutes from Braidwood)

Heny Fletcher and her husband Leigh purchased 
Linden almost three years ago. They inherited a 
sprawling garden with impressive granite entry and 
retaining walls, 100-year-old pine trees, a perimeter 
of poplars and Japanese quince, and a birch-lined 
driveway leading to the two-storey rendered home.

Since they moved in, Heny has been busy adding 
to the garden’s original palette of white, yellow and 
green, while Leigh has concentrated his efforts into 
planting groups of dogwood, ginkgo, olive, Japanese 
maple, katsura, davidia, nyssa, willow, various cedar 
and oaks, among others. 

TUDOR VALLEY

539 Tudor Valley Rd, Reidsdale (approx 15 minutes 
from Braidwood)

In 1999 Kate Chinnick and husband Mick moved 
into their newly constructed house which they built 
using timber cut from the property. They salvaged 
stone from the ruins of an old cottage on the 
property and used it to create a stone retaining wall 
near the back door.

Then, work on the garden started in earnest. As the 
trees grew, Kate joined them together with beds 
filled with shrubs and perennials and created a duck 
pond in a natural depression below the house. Now 
the trees and shrubs have grown to form a micro-
climate, Kate can grow most roses – even teas in 
sheltered spots – and at last count she had more 
than 200 different varieties.

GREEN FARM

674 Reidsdale Rd (approx 10 minutes from 
Braidwood)

Robyn Sim purchased Green Farm, a 5.3-hectare 
grass paddock, in 2005. The attraction of the 
‘paddock’ was the magnificent Eucalyptus viminalis 
on the eastern side and the granite outcrops.

When the house was completed in 2007, Robyn 
then started to develop the garden, although a large 
ornamental garden was never part of the plan, it 
‘’just seemed to happen’’ with the granite outcrops 
dictating where gardens are located. Robyn’s 
favourites in the garden are the natives, especially the 
waratahs which look spectacular when in flower.

BEDERVALE

1a Monkittee St, Braidwood

**Please note Bedervale is only open on Sunday

Dotted among the informal gardens at historic 
Bedervale are impressive sculptures created by the 

sister of owner Sonia Horan. This modernist touch 
provides a counterpoint to the historic colonial 
homestead and outbuildings that were built by 
convict ship captain John Coghill after he purchased 
the land for 1400 pounds in 1822.

The homestead is listed as a building of historical 
significance by the Heritage Council and its rare 
historic furniture and contents, including a collection 
of Coghill family portraits, are owned by The National 
Trust of Australia.

WYNLEN HOUSE

92 Monkittee St, Braidwood

Throw around any catchword of modern vegetable 
gardening – organics, biodynamics, permaculture, 
companion planting, sustainability – and you’ll see it 
all at play in the 1.5acre small farm Wynlen House.

Owners Bronwyn and Helen, who have both given 
up their day jobs to garden full-time, also raise geese, 
chickens, pigs, turkeys and lambs for the table.

DUEA TIN HUTS

6 Dempseys Rd, Krawarree (approx 30 minutes 
from Braidwood)

Andrew and Clare Kavunenko couldn’t resist buying 
their 15-acre Krawarree property in 2010. The couple 
had previously enjoyed running a bed and breakfast 
on their farm outside Mittagong, and Andrew had 
constructed and maintained large and prize-winning 
gardens in the Southern Highlands.

They started by establishing the layout and 
constructing a dam. In the spring of 2011 they 
planted about 1200 native tube stock, mostly species 
indigenous to the area, to reintegrate the property 
with the uncleared hills, mindful of the space and 
views of the valley.

The following year they planted hedges and trees 
around the house and huts to reduce the exposure 
to the north-west winds and make it possible to 
establish gardens. The planting of natives then gave 
way to mostly exotics around the house.

* First aid is available at each garden gate


